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Listening Activity (Projectable) 
The Waltzing Cat 
Interactive Learning and Presentation Options: 

• Listening Activity (Projectable): The Waltzing Cat 
(Anderson) 

• Music Maker Multimedia Reference: Leroy Anderson 
• Listening Activity (Projectable): Alison’s Waltz 

Audio Options: 

• Listening Track: The Waltzing 
Cat (Anderson) 

Listening: Elements of Music 
Form: Sectional Form (AABA) 
The children will demonstrate understanding of AABA form in the listening selection 
The Waltzing Cat. 

Display Slide 1 of Listening Activity (Projectable): The Waltzing Cat (Anderson) 
and read the text aloud.  

Explain that sometimes we use music to tell a story. In this music, the American 
composer Leroy Anderson tells a story through the music of The Waltzing Cat.  

Invite the children to describe how to dance a waltz. Explain that a “waltz” is a 
partner dance, and a “ball” is when people gather to dance together.  

Set the scene of the story by explaining that the waltzing cat has gone to a ball. 
The waltzing cat invites another cat to dance by singing, “Dance with me, 
please.” Explain that because cats can’t talk, we will hear the waltzing cat invite 
its partner with a “meow,” and the partner accepts with a “meow.”  

You may wish to sing the words “Dance with me, please. Meow, Meow,” to the 
melody of the first theme. This will prepare the children for recognizing the A 
section. 

Invite the children to predict what will happen in the story. Then tell them to 
listen to find out if their predictions are correct.  

Play Listening Track: The Waltzing Cat (Anderson). 

Some of the children may have difficulty listening without talking about what 
they hear. You may wish to gently remind them to “keep their voices inside,” or 
“use listening ears.” 

ASK What happened at the end of our story? (The dog chased the cats 
away.)  

 Did any of our predictions come true? (Allow discussion of a few of 
the predictions.) 

Display Slide 2. 

SAY Let’s look at Leroy Anderson’s musical story in pictures. 

Explain and label the introduction (beginning) and coda (ending). 
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Play the recording again and have the children follow the storyboard frames as 
they listen.  

ASK How many (big) sections are in the music? (four) 

 Are they all the same? (no) 

 Which one is different? (the third one) 

Help the children label the storyboard frames as AABA form. Draw the children’s 
attention to the outlined shapes that enclose the pictures. 

Display Slide 3 to show the labels for the form of the music. 

Assessment: Activity 
The children will demonstrate their understanding of the AABA form of the listening 
selection The Waltzing Cat. 

Display Slide 3 of Listening Activity (Projectable): The Waltzing Cat (Anderson) 
and play Listening Track: The Waltzing Cat (Anderson) again. Have the children 
point to the shapes as they listen. Observe their success in showing their 
understanding of the form. 

For a challenge, you may wish to have the children move to show the form. For 
example: Have the children sit and sway on the A sections, and stand and move 
freely on the B section. After moving to the piece, have the children discuss 
their performance. 

ASK     How did your movements/performance show the difference 
between the A and B sections? 

Observe whether the children perceive their performance accurately. 

Music Maker Multimedia Reference: Leroy Anderson  
To introduce the children to the composer of The Waltzing Cat, Leroy Anderson, see 
Music Maker Multimedia Reference: Leroy Anderson. This activity includes an image 
and a short, narrated biography. 

Listening Activity (Projectable): Alison’s Waltz 
For another waltz activity, see Listening Activity (Projectable): Alison’s Waltz. In 
this lesson the children will listen to a selection in ¾ time and experience triple or 
waltz meter through movement. 
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